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FELLOW MEMBERS OF THE COMMONWEALTH CLUB: 


In a recent broadcase from Manila, three American internees told how 
well they are being treated there. In signing off, the announcer said: 
"Nhat a contrast to the barbearities being inflicted upon the Japanese 
in California: ; 


The war is world-wide end our treatment cf the Jepanese in California 
has world-wide significance. "It is e tokon of our good faith; it is 
a crucial tost of the validity of our war objectives." 


So I welcome this opportunity to interpret the ectuality of a War Re- 
location Center housing 10,000 evacuees, 11 of whom are freo to 
listen over thc radio to what I shall havo to say. 


On Merch first, Mount Williemson looked dowm upon sege brush and the 
abandoned apple orchards of Menzaner. By June first thoro had come 
into boing a city of ton thousand pooplc, a strengor boom town then 
over sprang up along tho Mothor Lodo in '49. A phonomenon uniquo in 
imorican history. 4 camp upon which impinged the berbed shafts of 
bigotry snd qurlifiocd Christianity; yot a camp in itsolf industrious, 
ercative, and oven undcrstcnding of tho military neecssity in which 
it had boon sircd. ; 


I propose swiftly to outline some things which the oye scocs at 
Menzancr, and thon charnctorizo importent unsoon valucs involvod in 
the picturc. 


Housing 


Tuerc is nothing boautiful about Menzganoar oxcopt its background of the 
Sierre Nevcda. The sun rising out of Death Valley looks down upon a 
square mile of barracks arrangod in nine great wards separatod by wide | 
fire breaks, occh modo up of four identical blocks. In each block, 
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sixteen identical buildings 20 x 100 feet, of the simplest board and 
tar paper construction; what the Army calls the 'Theatre of Operations 
type. Fourteen are living quarters, one of double size - a mess hall, 
the last a reercation hell. In tho conter of each block arc latrinos 
ond showor baths with abundent hot water, for mon and for women; a 
wash-houso vith tubs whore clothing ean bo loundcred; an ironing room 
whore thoy can bo dricd. 


Tho typical dormitery is divided into four cpertmoents 20 x 25 foot, 
erch housing « femily group of four to six; 21 people to the avorage 
puilding, 300 to tho block, 36 blocks to house 10,000 pooplc. 


The furniture on crrival consisted of on iron cot, a straw filled. 
tick, end threo army blrenkots for exch ovecuce. Bofore wintor sects 
in, the govornment will furnish colotex or similcer insulating 
metorinl so thet the inmotes enn linc their own cpartmonts against 
the cold; and thcoir norsonnl end houschold offcets sro to be brought 
from tho tsrchouscs whey thoy nov aro stored. 


Into thoso berrrcks tho Wertime Civil Control Administrction, chicfly 
during the months of April ond May, pourcd 10,000 human boings. From 
Beinbridgo Isicnd in Pugot Sound somo of thom came, and fishor folk 
from Tormincl Islend;: but for the most part Menzanar wes filled by 
evecuces from Los Angelos proper. To undorst:nd Menzanar, it is 
ossontiol et tho start to got the ovorall picture of the makc-up of 
this populntion group. 


Zlions end Citizons 


I nocd not remind the cudionce thet on immigrsnt born in Jepan can- 
not become on Amorienn citizon, with one very special oxccption to 
bo montioned later. So it is thet 35 por cont of our population is 
still alicn: 2,100 mon, 1,900 women, mostly woll along in years. 
Only fourtcen alicns aro undor 16 yccrs of ogc. 


No loss than 65 por cont of Munzinar's population ore samorican 
citizcns, born in the Unitcd Strtes. Tronty-throo hundred of them 
arc childron under 16; forty-one hundrsd are botweon 16 and 65 
yonrs of ogo; not a singlo once of tho netivo-born is ovor 65. 


Occuprtions cnd Skills 


Upon errivel at Mrnaener, this mess of humenity immodicatoly was 
Classificd as to skills ond vest secupetions. Only four catogorics 
list moro then 200 nemos: 


Clorks 750 

Farmcrs 613 

Gardonors 400 
Studonts of college ago 211 


The balance are listed in no less than 186 occupational classes. So 
Manzanar was born with an exceedingly wide range of. skills with which 
to work, plus executive ability, most of the professions, and many of 
the arts. 


I hate to talk about humen beings in terms of statistics. When I tell 
you that the list of valets includes Selznick's, John Barrymore's, and 
Charlie Cheplins's; thet our five doctors of medicine stem from the 
Universities of Southorn Colifornir, Rush Medical, ond Johns Hopkins, 
you will gether what I might do if time permitted me to deal with per- 
sonolities. 


Menganar at Work 


To what usc can this woelth of telont be put on a segebrush plein 
with a short growing scason? 


Tho net factory is onc answer. Five hundred American citizens stond 
deily in greet shoGs, weaving burlap petterns into nets which hang 
from a twonty-foot cciling; pattorns for summor, patterns for winter, 
patterns for the dosert. Camouflage nets which go out from Manzanar 
by the carload to gun cmplacoments on the far-flung battle lines. 
Five hundrcd nots a day go out from Manzanar. Boys and girls mostly 
in their carly twentics work to the music of phonograph carried by 

a loud spoakor, thcir ow cquipment. They work with masks over their 
mouths against tho dust. They work for tho prize of a watermelon for 
the crew that puts out the most. Thoy work with pride because camou- 
flage net processing has been classified as skillcd work and draws a 
monthly cash allowsanee of $16, where unskilled workers mako only $12. 
They work perfectly avaro that they are contributing to America's 

war effort, and all thoy ask is that thoir fellow citizens moy hear - 
and somo day understand. 


411 workers on enything thus connected with the war offort must be 
Americen citizens. The only mon who is sullen end hurt about this 
note-making for Unele Sam's armics is the old Japanese who came to 
4merice in his youth. Ho wants to work at tho nots, but he is an 
"alion" and the Geneve Convonticn forbids his lcebor on anything cone 
nected with the war. 


Anothor lsrgo group of workers moves cech morning into the ficlds 
south of the Centor, whore the sage brush has becon stripped from 

three hundred acres, irrigation ditches lincd out, and ercps put 

in. In spite of e late start thero sre fiolds of swoct corn, cu- 
cumbers, molons, radishes, turnips, tomatoes, all of which go te 

the moss hells of Manzanar es fast as harvested. 


Thoy heve worked over the old orchards of Menzanar which had becn 
abandoned for over ton yoars; pruned, end irrigeted, and helped 
thom to produce. 


The largest singlo group cf workers in this city is ongaged in cater- 
ing te community zants: food must be eocked for 10,000 mouths; lat- 
rines must bo swept cond wnshed; paper gethored; grrbage dumped. To- 
day ur gerbage gocs ints an open trench; tomorrow it will go into 
hogs. Carpontors are at work on effices, on quarters for personnel, 
on partitions for the women's lIetrines. Carpenters next weck will 

be at work on sehocol houses and a clothing factory. Painters, 
Plumbers, electricians, cuto mechanics are et work at their trades. 
They are putting linoleum down on every floor of the entire camp, 
ageinst tho cold «nd summer dust. 4 erew of civil engineers is 
running a lino cf levels to ascertain the possibility of diverting 
Symmes Creek ints cur weator system. Men are fencing the center proper; 
men are marking the ontire boundsry of the 6,000 sere Relocation arca. 
Gurrded by a Crucasinn, a ercov gocs daily ts the depot at Lone Pine 
ton miles auey t; unicad freight. Ten miles is the ldmit of activity 
outside of the cnmp, cxcopt for 150 rgriculturel workers who went to 
southorn Idsho to cnsvor an urgent ell of the sugar beet growers. 


I drove up to sco them cs fow wooks ago. In tho little town of 
Rupert, in the Twin Frlls district 2f the Snake Rivor Valloy, - it 
wes on a Sundey, - wo found thoso mon from Manzanar lying on the 
gross in tho public peri} scme wore onating in the bost restaurant 
when wo wont in to lunch; others wore secon coming out of tho movies; 
and thoy told mc thoy hed boon made more then welcome in the tovn's 


churches. 


But to roturn tc Menganer. Ono preject it has which is unique. 
Undor the dircetion of - sciontist from the California Institute of 
Technology, on expcrimont in hendling guayulo under all sorts of 
elosely controlled conditions is full of promise for the rubber in- 
dustry of the future. 


It is not only the mon who wrk ot Monzanar. Long before tho arri- 
val of seving machines, thcre was one werehouss where women gathered 
daily to sew by hand cprons for the net workers, nursery aprons for 
the youngsters, curtains for tho womons' shower baths. As soon as 
we got word that a lnrge clothing factory wes to be ostablished at 
Meanzeanrr, throc hundred women ranging in age from 16 t» 60, en- 
rolled in elasses six days a woek in sowing, pattern making, and 
drafting. Ono of the teachers, Miss Ogura, wes formerly a profes- 
sioncl designor with ea custom cliontelc in Pasadena; the »thor a 
former costumo designer for the Parker Shops in Hollywood. 


The point I wish to stress is thant Manzanor is not a concentration 
of idlors and boondogglors. When in full production next summer, 
this project vill heve under cultivation about 1500 acres, the pro- 
duce all t> be eonsumed con the premises or shipped ts other reloca- 
tion cconters. We intond to raise hogs, chickens, and rabbits for 
our oWn consumption. Primarily, hovwevor, it will be a manufactur- 
ing contor. By Septombcr 15th, a clothing factory designed to 
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supply oll thcse relocation areas will bo in full swing. Brooms, 
noodles, soy been products, and mattresses are among tho scheduled 
factories to be put in operation. These will utilizo every bit of 
labor available in the camp, both men and women. 


The work dey at Manzanar is cight hours, five days a week; four 

hours on Seturday. ‘York is voluntary.: Tangible return to the ie 
worker is food, shelter, mediecl attention, undoubtedly clothing 

next winter, plus . “cash allowance” = we dc not cell it a wage ~ 

of $12 a month for common lebor; $16 a month for such skills as 
nursing, nct making, foremon, mechenics; $19 a month for such pro- 
fessional work as that of the dectors who man our hospital. 


{nd in filling positions throughout the whole administretive staff, 
the policy hes been to use evacuees whenever qualificd, keeping the 
Caucasian personnel to a minim. 


Menzsner at Play 


If Manzaner works with a will, Menzanar olso knows how to play. 
Those batren send lots opened up as fire breaks promptly bocame fe- 
eroation nrocs. and what &@. you supposo is the “recronticn" of the 
old pocplc, ¢f the gonoraticn which camo yoars ago from Japan, the 
aliens of the camp? Victory Gerdons in the recroation area, the 
grocnost spot in Manzenrr, whore 300 familics coopernte in weoding, 
irrigeting, and cultivatings Evory bit cf fooc se produced lessons 
tho cost of this comp t: Unelc San. 


Lthictics arc as popular with tho young ns gardens with tho old. No 
less than 100 soft-ball tcoams havo been organizcd and it is a poor 
night whon . dozen gomos aro not going on simultancously. A4ftor vain 
efforts t: secure - wrestling met, the beys wont intc tho cesert, cut 
four gnarlod trcos for corncor posts, lugged in sand to soften the fall, 
end lo! » wrestling aronn where nightly mey be seen tho various types 
of cricntal wrostling ss woll as catch-ns catch-cen. Thero was no 
baskotball court, but 2 basket neiled t: 2 exttonwood treo serves 

just *s well for gorl. 


4 former employee of thc Param-unt studios, a free-lance Hollywood 
tochni¢enal dircetor, and the former proprictor of a Los ingelcs amuse- 
mont hell got tegcther snd organized the Community Pleyers. I have 
scon as many as 1500 sitting on the bare ground of - Sunday night be- 
fore thcir improvised stage, orjoying a program of magiciants tricks, 
harmonies solos, scngs, dancing, one act comedies, and Heweiian 
molodics. 


Up in the scuthwost ecrner is the only running water within the Cen- 
ter propor, and there they have devoloped » picnic ground where water- 
melons cen be coxled in Bairs Creck, with rustic bridges and pits for 
woonic roosts. in open firc, © hot dog, anc music under the stars. 


No descrintion of Manzanar at play can omit mention of their music. 
I quote from a news item for June 16th! 


"f>proximately 1000 music lovets gothered under the cotton- 
wood trees in the firebreak betwéer blocks 10 and 11 on Sun- 
day night for the first in a weekly series of recorded symphony 
programs. Wexed dises of Strauss, Debussy, Tschaikowsky, and 
other masters were heard over the public address systein. 


The public address system is their own; the records are their own; 
the idea was thoir own.’ 


What songs would you expcet to hear at a Community Sing in a relo- 
cation center? Amcrice, the Bosutiful, Home on the Range; Oh, 
Susenne, Loch Lomond. 


Menzaner has produced c« cowboy trio that would be good in any man's 
town; numorous string quertotics that ct locst go well with a hot 
dog end a pienic fire; hule dancors mnd Hnwaiian crooners who ro- 
mind onc poignantly of tho cutposts of our tropical ompirc. 


Hore as clsowhore in Amcrica, hcwovsr, tho most popular music is 
that of tho d-nco. I attondcd 9 Bruin-Trojean dence sponsored by 
formor students and alumni of U.S.C. and U.C.L.A. Ono hundred and 
sixty ecuples wore thero. With e fow doubs cof paint cn olcctric 
globos they hed softened down tho light; with strips of colcred 
pepor they hed br°kon the horsh lines of the bare barracks; pepor 
florvers of thoir own fabrication word © riot of eclor. What of the 
dancors? Thoir clothes wore neat, plein Amcrican; their slcng wes 
pure american; thoir gum chovwing would merk thom amorican in any 
port cf the soven sons. They daneod the dcenecs of Hollywood. and 
Wilshiro EBouloverd: tango, rhumba, jivo, and jittorbug. And they 


Gancod woll. 


SOCIAL PROBLEMS: Hoolth 


On that porticular night, about midnight, a policeman cntcred the 
danco hall and touched Dr. Jnmos Gcto on the shouldcr. I follewed 
him t. the “hospital", watched him got into his white robe and serub 
up. The cporating r.cm vues tho ond of n barrack constructed of groon 
lumber that hac oponcd wido cracks to the wind anc the dust. But 
the cracks had beon stuffed ond placo washed out with a hese. Tho 
lights were edccunto, the room temporeture right, the »perating 
tablc Ce ee steordy. arg nurses had sterilizccd his instruments 
ana thrended his neodles. is gereiuate of Rush Medical, olsc an 
evecuce, aie a spincl ancs thoste. Thon Doctor Gots yang tc the 
table anc prococded to perform an appendoct:my, assistec by his 
Wito, elses a doctor of elie, alse a graduate of st University 
Sf Seuthorn Crlifvrnia. When wo wont off to bod at 2 a.m., she 
steyod on te telivor the newest addition te Manzanar's growing popu- 
lation. 


Staffed by five evacuee doctors, three graduates of tthe University 
of Southern California, one from Rush Medical, the fifth, a doctor 
of public health from Johns Hopkins, with five graduate evacuee 
nurses, this hospital of the barracks between March 22 and June 50 
handled 6528 out-patients and 568 in-patients. There were 116 sur- 
gical cases, 19 births, 28,000 typhoid inoculations. Practically 
the entire population was immunized against smallpox. Nearly 2500 
received dental treatment by dentists who were using their own 
equipment, and of course without charge. Over 500 food handlers and 
diet girls were exemincds 111 Wassermens were taken. Of five 
deaths within that period, hot a sinfble onc was chargeable either 
to contagious disease or to surgery. An outbreak of athlete's foot 
was the only thing approaching an opidemic since the opening of the 


campe 


We moved last wook into a new 250-bed hospital where the sand does 
not blow through the weils end where blicod-stnained sheets do not 
have to be leundersd by hand. But so long as hard work woll per- 
formed commends the respocet of men, what went on in thot makeshift 
hogpitel at Monzaner during the first four months under the guidence 
of skillful, hord-working Dr. Jares Goto, is something of which 
Californic mey woll be proud. 


Tho health of Menzannr ct the start is ebout the health of the 
averzes population group of 10,000 in C:lifornia. But being con- 
contrated within o squore, with parents on the lookout for communi- 
and © modern hospitel with which to combat discase, 
wr our medical staff to locate end isolate 

@ is; and to wipe out venereal disease 


cable disorders 


berculos 
100 por cont. Disertsc from malnutrition cannot occur. We are seg- 
regnting those cases which require speciel dict in a block adjacent 


to the hespital. 
Food end Water 


In this item of public health, food, vetor, and sanitation are basic. 
Our wetor supply comes from the snow of the high Sicrre, down Shep- 
herd Creek, od through * chlorinetor. It is enslyzcd twice each 
month by the Departmont of Publie Hoelth of the State of California. 
One of the wells of the Los Angeles water system, with a flow suf- 
ficient for all domsstic needs, is salsc tied inte our system for 
fire protection snd as insurnnes against drought. Manzanar uses 
well over a million gallons of water a day; more than 100 gallons 
Most of this, of esursco, is for irrigation and for 


per person. 
which are beginning to spring up between bar- 


vatering the lawns 


racks all over tho camp. 


The food of Manzanar is simple, but abundent, well-cooked, and 
nourishing. To meot the taste of many of the cvaeuees, rice is 
substituted for other starch steples, and ecndiments to which thoy 


are partial are purchnsed. ood costs the United States a fraction 


over 38 cents per day per person, plus the labor of evacuees cooks and 
helnvers. In our refrigerating plant there is generally hanging several 
carloads of meat; and there are refrigerators of generous dimensions 

in gach mess hall. 


Sewage Disposal and Sanitation 


Tf food end water can be celled excellent, sewage disposal at Manzanar 
must be labeled superb. There is nearing completion a plant for 
treating liquid sewage which is the last word in scientific perfec- 
TLiONe 


Camp sanitetion also is good, atrines are cleaned daily; trash cans 
stand between barrecks end are ng We have an unsolved rat problem, 
but flies ne well under control. The cemp, its residents, and the 
clothes they wear all impress the visitor os noct and clean. 


EDUCATION 


Grented 2 roof agrinst the rsin,and food, the average American family 
thinks next of admenticiss It is no different at Manzanar. Dr. 
Gonevieve Carter came down from Berkelcy to look over this newest 
regrouping of California's populstion, was porsuadcd to accept the 
pest of Director of Education, end loft almost immediately to recruit 
tonchcors. Whon sho roturnced a fortnight latcr shc found no less 

then 2000 pupils organizcd in clesses under volunteer instructors. 
Mothers hod not boon slow to grasp et opportunity. With no chairs 
provided, they lugged their own to the recrention rooms or found scrap 
lumber to mako benches. The schools of Los Angeles sont up text books 
by the hundred sc thet pupils who hed been torn from their schools 

in Merch eculd make up lost ground. These voluntcer classes are now 
regularly at work under the guidance of three Caucasian tenchors. 


There is another cducation group which typifies much of the spirit of 
Manzonar. It is herded by Mrs. Nishikawa, a master of arts from 
BarkeLoy Theological Seminary; indecd, to her all credit is duc. 

Its purposs is Americonization of older evacuees who never learned 
the language <«f the country of their ed: ption; who todry, for the 
first timc, are finding sufficicnt leisure to study the basic English 
requirod for og in camp; and t¢ loern something of the Constitution 
of the United Stetes, cf Amorican hist ry, and of the spirit of 
Amorican institutions. 


Seven nurscory-kindorgerten schocls aro in dnily sessicn, conducted 
for ycungstcrs from throo te six yonrs of ago. Approximately fifty 
childron arc in dcily attendance at o-ch nursory. 


“Our biggest problom! writes Mrs. Kitagawa, “is the leck of materials 
such os papor for cutting ond drrwing, clsy, as well as swings, jungle 
jims, cducnticnal toys, and partitions t- soparato cur different age 
groups." Novorthelcss, the work goes on. 


Our latest addition to the childrens' group in Manzanar are some 70 
orphans from the Southern California Japanese Childrens' Home, the 
Catholic Maryknoll Home in Los Angeles, and the Salvation Army Home in 
San Francisco. 


In the future and still to be built are two elementary schools, the 
Manzanar High School, and an auditorium which will seat 1000 students. 
The work of construction will be done entirely by evacuee labor. These 
schools will be part of the public school system of California; teach- 
ing standards must measure up in overy way. Not many of the evacuees 
have teaching credentials, so the schools for the most part must be 
staffed by Caucasiens. The bill, of course, will be paid by the United 
States and not by Inyo County. 


For those college students whose courses wore suddenly interrupted, two 
things are contemplated: Some will be rernitted and assisted te eomplete 
their work st mid-westorn universitics; for others, university exten- 
sion courses will bo held at Menzanar. 


BLOCK LEADERS 


One of the cnnounced policiss of the War Rolocetion Authority is that 
evacuees shell hovo au opportunity to perticipets in the governmont of 
the Reloention Arca. Our block lecdors reprosont Mangzanarts initial 
step in this direction. Choson from timo tc time rs ono block after 
oncthor filled up, s.mo by on clective process, somo by appointment, 
eolicetively they serve es e tomporary municipal council pending the 
orgonizntion of e formal interior government. 


Erch block leader hrs on offieco within his block end upon his shculders 
svolvcs cll menncr of dutios. His is tho responsibility of sceing 
thet latrincs are kopt eloon, thet burnt-sut fuses ond light globes 

ors replrecd, thet the night check is mado which tolls us doily whether 
or not anyone hes loft enmp, that firc haznrds are not pormittod to 
eceumulste. If somions ploys the saxaphone too lnte at night, he 

listcns t> the ecmplrints next morning. Roof repeirs, fomily dis- 

putes, interprctetion of government policy are among his functions. 

His office distributes sonp, mops, buckcts, blonkcts, gress socd, 

and brooms. The organization of Boy Scouts, the erlling cf block 

meetings, tho writing cf letters for the illiterate, all thoso duties 

end many more fell uvon the broaée shoulders of the block lenders. 


It is - trait of humen neturc the world sver to lock to meturity for 
locdorship. I hevo pointed out how tho olders among these cvacuecs 
arc, of necessity, -licns. Ted skchoshi is typierl. They ecll him 
the "“Maysr of Manzenar.* Tod is a graduate of Stenford University in 
tho class of 1913; a momber of Stanford's Rugby team in 1912 end '13, 
formcrly oxecutive scerctrry cf ths Wholesale Jepanese Produce Commis- 
sion Mcrchcnts Ass:ciation in Los Angeles. He is “ble, sane, and 
feir. But ho is an alicn; and there are those omong the American-born 
wh would throw off the londcrship of thoir cldors. It is just ono of 
the mony knotty problems with which o pre ject dircetor has to dcal. 
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Law AND ORDER 


icra whole question of internal government is one which has not yet 
assumed definite shepe at any Relo¢ation Center. Fortunately, law 
aaa by eder has so far been an insignificant problem. By and large, 
these evacuees are on exceedingly well-behaved group. The lawyers are 
not cntirely agrecd as to just whore we should go if this were not 
the case. fcderal Courts have no machinery for handling petty crimes 
ond misdemeanors outside of the Nationel Parks, where United Stetcs 
Commissionors teke jurisdiction. Tho county govornment in Owens 

Vellcy is not particulcrly cnger to be burdcned with Mengenor's 
e7sos. so, efter onco calling in the Justice of Pores to dispose of 
the procoods from stud poker game raided by tho intorior policc, we 
finclly set up - mochrnism of our own. 


Tho block lasdors chose thrcoc, onc » Lowyor, ons ¢ socicl worker, 
ell citizons; and the cdministr:tion appointod throe omploycos. 
These six constituto ce sort of grand jury which hears cvidence 
end makes recommendations to tho Project Director. Tho latter ma 
not imposo * finc, but ho mrey impose - jeil senteneo. 4 sorious 
crimo would, of courss, bo tricd in tho county soat at Independence. 
aan em ar by an interior police forec of somo 
soventy ovacuces honded by five Ceouersinns, o chicf and four licut«~ 
onmnts, so that one fe on duty at police headaunrtors at all timo 
of the day cond night. No one cnarrics srms within the Conter. 


Ordor is maintcinsd ct } 


MILITARY POLTCR 


The Relocertion Center is thet district, approximately ea mile square, 
in which oll the buildings of Menganar are loentcd. It is fonecod with 
en ordinery throcestrenc berbed-wire forces eeross the front and far 
dunmah back from tho rord on cither side to control cll sutomobile 
treffic. Four tovers with flood lights overlook thc Center; the Ro- 
loertion arca is the wholo 6,000 tract of which the Center is but a 
porte 


AS soon as ting bouncarics of the aren aro completely markcd, evecuces 
will bo permitted to move therocin botwocn daylight snd dark. There 
is a company of Militery Police stetionca just south of the Conter, 
whese function it is to miintein » petrol nbout the cntire area dure 
ing the cay; end to mon the towers and patrol tho Contor at night. 

4 tclcphona is boing installoc in cach towor so that if - fire brocks 
out, it em immedirtely bo reported. The wholo eemp is under the 
cyos of those sentrics. While cvecuses ere requireé tc be within 

the enmp itsclf, thorc is no curfow. 


WHAT FREEDOM «aT MANZiNLR 


It is the desire end the intontion of the War Rolseation Luthority to 
erent ovecuccs covery frecdom consistent with military noccossity. 

The first is tho right tc cikaapigs their own nowspaper. The MANZANAR 
FREE PRESS, first published os 4 mimeogrephed shoct on April 11, hes 


developed intc a four-pngo printed tabloid supported entircoly by ad- 
vertising «nd subseriptions. It is published three times o week. We 
intend that it shell bé free in fret as well as in name; o press 
vith full cditorieal frecdom to criticiso at will, ma subject only 
t° the restraints which all Ameriern journalism accepts as s noces- 
sity in time of war. 


The second frecdom is the right to receive news of tho sutside world. 
Nowspnyers from San Froneiseo end Los Angelos to New York are on 
sale dcily at the Menzanar eenteen, and oll current megazines which 
ere in dcnmsnt. Whilco short-vave rodio sots arc erred, there is no 
restriction to listoning to whatever cn crdinary reeciving set may 
gathor from tho air. 


Thore is cntire frocdsm to write and to roeoivo uneonsorcd mail. 
Menzaner past offico is © breneh of tho Los angeles post office, and 
is cpercted n> difforcntly from eny brenehs 


Freedom of religious worship is en actuality mich prized. On the 
esteblishment of the camp, the gates were besieged by representatives 
of every sect with which Los Angeles abounds} so the rule was laid 
down that the demend for a varticular pastor must come from a group 
within the camp. Catholics, Episcopalians, Methodists, Quakers, 

hold services regularly, so do thoss of the Buddhist faith. Only 
Shintoism is berred. 


Every Tucsduy tho locel bank opons an offico in Manzanar and docs a 
roguler banking business. The business of Manzanar is not to be 
sneezed at. Tho monthly psyroll is around $75,000; sales at our 
community storcs gross around $2,000 a day. 


These stores are emong the most intoresting developments at 
Menzoner. When the army cantocn which functioned under the War- 
time Civil Control Administration pulled out, we wore offcred 
$50,000 for the eoneussion. This, of course, wes refused. In- 
stend, we gave out the word that the evacuces wore going to run 
their own stores. Without any guarantec by government or enything 
in the naturc of colletcral, Los Angeles merchants promptly stocked 
the stores with some $20,000 worth of merchandisc. They were not 
taking much of - chanec. 


Thirteen tons of watermelons have been sold between Tucsday and 
Saturday. Two hundred boxes of oranges and ten cases of grapefruit 
were sold ¢ach wouk. Ono hundred sevonty-five cases of soda pop 

are received every other dey. Sales in the clothing department aro 
not quite so ectiva, but still substantial. Thirty thousand dollers 
& month passcs over the counter. 


These stores arco ebout to bo eorgonizcd as community cooporatives. For 
tho pest throe wooks, ovoning mectings havo becn held to oducate in= 
terested groups in the moehnanics and principles of cooporatives. When 
I left Mangennr, they wore debating whether to uso profits to reduce 
pricos t> the consumer or to devote at loest a considerable share to 
community rcolicf neods. 
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In eddition to storcs, it is prcposed to orgnnize barber and beauty 
shops, shoc repair shops, and later on a theatro as cooperative 
community cnterpriscs, 


MANZAMAR RUMORS 


No description of Manzanar would be complete without mention of the 
luxurient crop of rumors which circulate both within and without the 
Center. No tale is too wild to be believed. 


"If prices go up or if there's a food shortage on the Coast," says 
rumor, “they're going to forget us here. Wetll starve. Thero's 
not even a day's supply on hand." And we find sack after sack of 
ries hidden eway in the frightened man's apartment. 


"Sey, thore was a riot ot tho not fnctory yestordcy. Everybody 
walked out; they had to enll the soldicrs out." Investigation shows 
a geng of 1lé-yonr old youngsters crlling from tho side lines, "Coma 


on, lot's go plry bascbeall.* 


Tho ono that roclly stertlcd mo wes the dey an official in tho Unitod 
Statos Public Hoelth Sorvico ceeme rushing into Manzarar to inquire 
about tho “torrible spidemic". “We heard that thdoro had boon two 
hundred donths." At thet perticulor momont in history, Manzanar had 
yot to oxporiconco its first dooth. 


I have beforc mo . rathor ponctrnating momorendum lnid on my desk by 
an intelligent young reporter on tho subject of these unsubstantinted 


"Aro the Issois, or the Niesis, gonornlly more disconsolate ovor 
their confinement hore?® ho asks. "Ench time wo hoar the young 
pooplo's erscs, of what vonderful enreer opportunitios they had just 
before the war broke out, wo think that their ensos sre the tragic 
ones. When wo hear hov the elderly residents are withdrawing within 
themsclvos like the taunted snails, wo think thoir ceses sre the 
tragic ones. f 


"in oldorly Jepanesc block leader erendidate came to our office last 
night and leisurely monologucd for thres hours; telling us his cn- 
tirc carcer in America from tho timo of his crrival in this country 
to the timc of his arrival at Menzanor. His narrative docs not 
differ too greetly from those of other issecis. 


"Tho point is, his ensurl refereneco to the attitudes of tho clderly 
Jepencsce indiectcd to us how deeply humiliated, disappointed, and 
unrcconciled they arc t. tho tum of evonts which brought them and 
their childron hore. Silently, it would socom, they are apologizing 
to their childron for tho misfortunc thoy brought upon their off- 
spring citizens cf this country. 


"From morning t: night, (I am still quoting) thoy bear in mind that 
thoy must bo humblo ... Tho =spinions of tho isscis, they often fecl, 
neod not be taken into necount-hore boenuso they are cnomy olicns, 
boenuse thoy aro old. 
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"This ettitude tonds to eroato pessimism; which in turn disinclines 
thom from socking tc learn rbout the progress of this project ond its 
fneilitics. Boenuse they do not try tc knov, to keop up with the | 
developments hero, thoy erente within thomsclves the cancerous growth 
of uncerteaintys 


"From such an attitude, for instance, comes the frenzied desire to 
some families to hoard dozens of sacks of rice. . ." 


It would be quite wrong, however, to end on that melancholy note, for 
it is not the dominant note of Manzanar. The morale of these evacuees 
on the whole is excellent. The cemp has reacted cagerly to every 
opportunity to show its Americanism and pride in this country. A 
memorable scene occurred on “I am an American Day" when a Japanese 

Boy Scout troop led the hundrods asscombled in the pledge to the flag 
and in singing the nationnl anthem. I believe nearly three thousend 
poppies wers sold in Menzcnar for the Amorican Legion and the Vctcrans 
of Forcign Werss Whon a committoo of leading citizens representing 
all Owons Valley cppericd to the block lenders to participate in the 
nationel bond enmpnign, they chrllenged Bishop, tho Valley's largost 
town, to arsco. Execpt for the fret that tho governmont wes threo 
months lnto in preying off for work performed, J am sure Manganer 
would have won. As yot another ovidunce that these cvacuces are still 
an intogvnl port of Amoricena, at tho lest registretion of youths bo- 
twoon the ngos of 16 end 20, four hundred ond thirty-two young men 

of Manzauer wore registored for the draft. 


Of morc significnnce than any of those, howovor, was « petition being 
circulrtcd last wock «osking the President of the United Stntes for 
permission to voluntocr and fight on the Buropoan front. It vas not 
an idle gesturo. It was the dolibernts cet of mture mon, Amcrican 
men, born in Celifornic, who know no cthcr country then these United 
States, and who ere willing to lay down thoir lives for their coun- 
try's couse. Thore sarc many men in Manzanar whoso loyelty is no more 
to bo quostioned then that of any of us herc. 


Tokic Slokum is in Manznnar. Ho wes regimentcl sergoent major in the 
regiment mode fepmous in the last wor by Sergernt York. Hc success-= 
fully fought through Congress for himself cnd similar aliens who 
sorved in the United States Army, their right to Amcorican citizonship. 
He acecpts his evacuation to Menzenor ss the contribution of a loyal 
Aémcricsn citizon to the winning of the present wer. 


Upon thnt note, I close. 


For the government of the United Stntes which I have thc honor to re- 
prosont, I desire to repeat tho words of the Authority's first direc- 
tor, Milton Eisenhower, tho brethor cf the Generel who commands in 

the European thenrtre of operations: ‘"“For-the War Relocation djuthority," 
ho wreto, "I wish to say thet wo intend tc domonstrete to the world -- 
t. our fricnds enc t: our cnemics cliko--thet this neticn, grim in the 
fight it is weging, can at the samo time be tolorent, paticnt and con- 
sidersts in hendling this human problom -f wartime migretion cnd re- 


sottlomont." 
Sie: he | (ie Rohe 


